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Comments on Those who attended Conference at the Ministry of BEducation
To discuss Education in the Privete School$ In ERypE

(by Dr. Robert 5. McClenahan) LviNEs STy ARCHIVES

S e, ‘ A-UsCiLimrary
Muhammad -Hussain Haikal Pasha, Miniaﬁgr,qﬁ_Eﬁﬁqatipﬁ_; ofessionatiy—a—geurnalist
Former editor of the SIYASSA, arrather, extreme Nationalist .paper who.used the
ComATtions of "Tive 6F Bix years ago when there was the anti-missicnary movement
on, to print a number of very unreliable purely sqnsa#iég;llyapgrsmsentiin by
extremests. At that time he had.rather a poor name among Mohammedans as nct be-
ing.a good Mchammedan but he was working for restoration to favor of the public
and took that position editorially thab the religion of the State was in danger
simply in order to undermine some of_the.politicans-whorwere then in. It wes

he who after having delivered two lectures in-Ewart Hall on "The Great Responsi-
bility of the Press in creating -Publie Opinion", when I approached him.face to
face with this thing of creafing publye opinion which was based upon things which
were not true, he merely shrugged his|shoulders and said, "Oh, do not be worried
about that; that is just journalism." ' L :

Shortly after that he further made an effort to restore himself to public cpin-
ion by going on a pilgrimage to Mececa and -issuing a volune on Mchammed which did
partially restore him and took him out of the infidel clags. He has not been
either of the Wafdist Perty or of the .severest opponents .of .the Wafdist Farty
but of the Independent Constitutional Farty, and politieally, he stands pretty

‘wall, (Keer this in entire confidence - he is & man of not good principles,
drunk half the time if not all the .time, but with e remerkably clear fine mind.)

Shortly after he became Minister of Edwation I called tc make a formel call on
him and he insisted on my steying for half to ‘three~quarters of an hour and dis-
cussed some of his serious problems. Said he vanted my opinion on them; I found
he had done the seme with others. Said he wanted to do the constructive thing

and wanted advice. FHis career as a Minister has not been a failure by any means.
As T said before, the man has a fine mind, but in this case he, just like every-
body else, is playing for the political values. T have no reason to think that

he is an earnest conscientious ¥ohammedan bscause his life has not been in hermony
with Mohammedan thought.

Abdul Razig el Sanhury Bey has been for a number. of Years Dean of the School of
law of the Egyptian State University. Before that and while he was still pro-
fessor, T had him in for two lectures om the legal system of Egypt in Oriental
Aall, one of a series of lectures. Fe did it remarkably well in English, al-
though he is much more familiar with French than with Znglish. Then he was
Dean of the School of law for a few years and I regarded him as one of the mest
dependable men we could deal with in the Govermment cireles. Tn the summer of
1939, just before I ocame home, Badeau and I went to him %o state the situation
relative to the American Upiversity,&thaira,”In.ourscollaboration whether on
Tinancial subsidy or the content of the teaching it was our feeling that he would
have & very progressive enlightened view and attituds. We were s little bit dis-
appointed, for apparently he too was influenced by the political fears and 8Xpo-
sures which might come with anything that might be interpreted as not loyal to.
the State religion. So Bddeay and I argued the thing out but in s very pleasant
atmosphere and T was hoping that he would not take any reactionary attitude.
These statements of last summer and fall have certainly been a disappointment and
have indicated that ke is determined %o stand by Islamic affairs rather than any
Christien ZBuropean intrusion.




Shafig Ghurbal Bey has lectured a number of times in Ewart Hall under the Di-
vision ol EXtensIon and written a book or two and magazine articles as Pro-
fessor of History and perhaps of Economics. He is a man of very fine character,
at least he has shown himself to be in all our conbacts with him. We have
never had any indication that he was fanatical or unduly biased but that he
was e man who had so much modern enlighterment that he would not go to any ex-
treme,although he might being Mohammedan sympathize with the religion of the
State and all that that involves.

Fassan Fayiq Bey, Inspector and more recently, I believe, Secretary General of
the Ministry of Education - a perfectly delightful youngish man, culbured, re-
fined, absolutely loyal to A,U.C. for the last ten or twelve years, attending
our commencement and public exercises, lectures, and always welcoming us most
graciously at the Ministry, having no indications whatever of a fanaticsl turn
of mind. Fe recently had his son enrolled as s student with us; whether he is
5till there or net, I do not know.

Mahmud Abdul Rahim Bey, Inspector and T believe now Comtroller of Education in
non-Government Schools. Has been very cordial and frequent in his attendance
with us and collaboration through lecturing and conference time and time again,
We have had a very high admiration of him.

¥aitre Farid Abu Fadid - T do not kmow.

Gad el Mula Bey - not much acquainted with him but T know that Dr. Amir Roktor
has regarded him very highly and had a great deal of collaboretion with him.
His reports as Inspector have always been very cordial and charitably inclined
toward A,U.C,

HMtre. Mursi Qandil, Chief Inspector of Social Sciences in the Ministry of Educa-
tion. Has lectured and been very schkive in his collaboration with the Division
of Extension.

Or. Taha Hussain Bey, controller of General Culture; Déan of the Faculty of Letter
of the kgyptian State University. Has lectured & mmber of times in Ewart Eall;
very liberal-minded man. Graduated fram the Sorbonne in Faris; hes a French wife
Fes been accused of being an infidel by the fundamentalists of the Yohammedan s
time and time again and has had many differences with the Govermment and the Min-
istry of Education but has always been supported a great deal by public opinion b
cause of his courteous and successful working out of & career as a real literary
man although he is blind. Fis attitude a few yvears ago when the stir was on
against missions is shown by the following which he said to me, "Why, I tell the

public, if they preach to us, we preach to them and that ends the matter," indi-

eating that 1t:His deep conviction that people had & right to their convictions
and opinions. It was he who gave a series of five lectures four or five years ag
on the general theme Freedom of Thought which was received with great enthusiasm
by the Fall being full of the public and a large number of students of the Azhar,
but -all cordially welcoming his emphasis upon the reécessity for freedgn of thougt
in polities, in science, and in religion. 1In his lecture he condemned Voltaire &
Rosseau end one or two others as insanely biased and destructive in the realm of
morals and relifion but worthy of commendation for blazing the way in independenc
of thought. On the other hand, he paid the highest of tribute to the founders of
the Christian Church and mertyrs and also to the reformers of the 15th century ar

to all who had for consciensce sake gndured hardship, at the same time he sondenn:
vigorously the Tnguisition.




